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Class act kicks off council program
COUNCIL

7 NOV 10 @ 08:32AM
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Anti-graffiti campaigner Xavier Diaz (right) with students Zohal
Abawi, Christian Hipolito and Jessica McMahon. PHOTO: David
Marshall.

BLACKTOWN Council kicked off its graffiti education program at Plumpton Public School last Tuesday.
The program is part of its graffiti management plan and includes a 45-minute performance, teacher handbook,
letter to parents, stickers, flyers, and other materials.
A council spokeswoman says the program targets years 5 and 6 students and encourages them to think about
graffiti, its impact and the negative consequences of graffiti vandalism.
Blacktown Mayor Alan Pendleton said: ``The program includes a young qualified performer who uses the
language of young people and involves them in ways they can identify with, giving them a clear message that
graffiti is about choices and consequences.
``The concept of the program is to provide a strong message to our young people; educating them on the anti
graffiti message before graffiti offending.’‘qlTo view the graffiti management plan, visit the website at
www.blacktown.nsw.gov.au
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Time to learn respect
BY CALLAN LAWRENCE
02 Nov, 2010 01:00 AM
AUTHORITIES are taking an anti-vandalism campaign to primary schools to teach children about the negative effects on communities of vandalism.
Blacktown Council, supported by the police and schools, is giving the "Respect it, don't wreck it" workshops a trial.
Last Friday, year 5 and year 6 children at Doonside Public School took part in a 45-minute interactive presentation about the consequences of graffiti.
Professional actor Xavier Diaz, from Warner Awareness Education in M elbourne, presented the pupils with a series of hypothetical peer-pressure
situations in which they might find themselves.
M r Diaz told the children they might be under pressure to take drugs and to take part in such misbehaviour as writing graffiti. "Is it hard to say no to
people you like hanging out with?" he asked, to near-unanimous response of "Yes".
He then told them that "anybody who doesn't respect you when you say 'no I don't want to do that' is not your true friend".
M r Diaz also told them of the consequences their choices could have.
Jessica Bell, of year 6, said after the presentation that she now knew more about making choices and their consequences.
Her thoughts on graffiti are now the same as those of the wider community.
"Some graffiti looks all right," she said. "M ost looks disgusting."
The graffiti education workshop has been run in M elbourne for at least five years and has received positive feedback from councils and schools.

Share on
Facebook

Tweet on
Twitter

Email to
a friend
Education Tax Refund
You May Be Surprised By What You
C an C laim. Visit Us To Know More.
Ed

ti

T

R f

d

comments
No comments yet. Be the first to comment below.

post a comment

blacktownsun.com.au/…/1985429.aspx

1/4

13/01/11

Time to learn respect - Local News - …

How to resist bad peers: Xavier Diaz in character at Doonside Public School.Picture: Gene Ramirez
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